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Why Canada

Similar size 
economies
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Why Canada

Direct access to North 
American market of 
~500 million people
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Why Canada

Similar Time Zone
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Why Canada

Experience to 
build on
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Edmonton: Your home away from home
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Existing Investments
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Young

The Edmonton Region 
has one of the youngest 
populations in North 
America
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Educated

The 130,000 post-secondary 
students
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Graduating 22,000-30,000 
every year

20.3% of degrees are 
STEM-related
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Growing

Among the fastest 
growing in Canada

2022 was the biggest 
year for international 
migration on record

Most growth coming 
from international 
migration



Confidential for Discussion

Connected

Access to 1.5 billion 
CustomersS
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Technology

Leader in Engineering, 
Nanotechnology 
robotics and software

Third globally for AI 

research

Thriving tech ecosystem
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Agriculture

Fertile soil and high yields

Extensive Research and 

Development Infrastructure

Major growing and food 

processing center

Over 2.4 million acres of 

arable land

Leading in sustainable 
agriculture practices



Clean Energy
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“highly suitable” for carbon 

capture and storage 

20% of global net zero 

hydrogen production

Rich in renewable and non-

renewable energy

10% of global operational 

carbon capture capacity

Leadership in biofuels, solar, 

community energy and others
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Health and Life Science

CEIV Pharma certified 

Supply Chain

Cluster of health tech 

companies and research

Leader in nanotechnology 

and artificial intelligence 

applied to health

Significant R&D 

infrastructure
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jbell@edmontonglobal.ca
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Low Taxes

The Edmonton 
Region has among 
the lowest business 
taxes in North 
America
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Affordable Real Estate

The Edmonton Region 
has among the lowest 
downtown office 
rents of any major 
city in North America
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The Edmonton 
Region leads 
North America 
in housing 
affordability

Housing Affordability
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International Students

Canada is the most 
sought-after country 
for international 
students
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Source: Government of Alberta, Edmonton Public Library

We Speak Your Language

Total population

1,514,212 (Alberta Government, 
2022) 

Total bilingual speakers (English and 
other)

33.3% of Edmontonians speak another 
language (Edmonton Public Library, 
2021)

 



Transportation 
and Logistics



Date here
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Gateway to Asia

City
Distance to 

Edmonton (km)

Distance to 

Seattle* (km)
Δ

New Delhi, India 10875 11365 -490

Beijing, China 8652 8727 -75

Guangzhou, China 10386 10397 -11

Seoul, Korea 8413 8394 19

Singapore 13022 12988 34

Taipei, China 9848 9775 73

Manila, Philippines 10870 10720 150

Tokyo, Japan 7852 7675 177

* Closest US city in the lower 48

Edmonton is the 
closest city in North 
America to New Delhi

Edmonton is closer to 
Beijing than any 
continental US city
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Source: Edmonton Global based on Various



26T H E  E D M O N T O N  M E T R O P O L I T A N  R E G I O N  —  
G L O B A L L Y  C O N N E C T E D

Source: Edmonton Global

The Port of Prince 
Rupert is the closest 
North American Port to 
Asia.

Edmonton is the first 
major city that cargo 
enters upon reaching 
land at the Port of 
Prince Rupert.
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Source: Edmonton Global based on maps from CN and CPKC

THE EDMONTON METROPOLITAN REGION — 
GLOBALLY CONNECTED

CN & CPKC Networks 
go from coast to coast 
to coast.
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Origin Estimated Hours by Sea Destination Port

Average 

Dwell Times 

(Hours)

Estimated Hours 

by Rail

Final 

Destination

Total 

Hours

Tokyo > 192 Prince Rupert (via Edmonton) > 84 132 Chicago 408

Tokyo > 214 Seattle                                            > 312 177 Chicago 703

Tokyo > 243 Los Angeles                                  > 432 81 Chicago 756

Source: Edmonton Global based on Various

Shipping Times (including dwell times)

THE EDMONTON METROPOLITAN REGION — 
GLOBALLY CONNECTED

Once dwell times are 
considered, travel via 
Edmonton can be up to 
two weeks faster than 
Los Angeles.
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Alberta has twice as 

many engineers per 

capita than any other 

province and the majority 

of those engineers are 

trained at the University 

of Alberta

Research Excellence: Engineering

The University of Alberta 
is a globally important 
source of engineering 
talent
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The center partners with 

private companies for 

joint research projects

A number of companies 

have been spun out of 

local research projects

Partnership between 
National Research 
Council, University of 
Alberta and Government 
of Alberta

The Edmonton Region:  

Nanotechnology Leader
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Edmonton International 

Airport is a global leader 

in the integration of and 

use of Remotely Piloted 

Aircraft Systems

First Connected Vehicle 
Network in Canada 
(Active-Aurora) 

The Edmonton Region:  

Autonomous Systems Leader

The 1st GPS software 

engine in the world was 

created in Alberta

University of Alberta 
Ranked first in Canada 
for Robotics
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Research Excellence: Computer Science

The University of 
Alberta is a global 
leader in artificial 
intelligence
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Amii is one of the world’s 

top AI and ML research 

institutes.

The Edmonton Region:  

Artificial Intelligence Leader

Edmonton is one of 
Canada’s three centers 
of excellence identified 
in Canada’s Pan 
Canadian AI Strategy

Select AI Research Labs in Alberta
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"The Father of Modern AI"
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Edmonton has the fastest 

growing tech ecosystem of 

any of the 50 North 

American cities studied

Tech Talent Competitiveness
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Agri-food
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Rural/Agricultural

Blended Agricultural and Industrial

Urban

Agriculture Land
The Edmonton region is rich in agricultural 

land- Over 2.4 million acres of arable land

Regional Agricultural Master 

Plan – protects agriculture land

Combined urban and rural base 

creates a unique opportunity 

for agrifood processing

Affordable rural land with 

direct access to processing 

inputs within a large urban 

labour/talent pool
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Research Excellence: Agriculture

The University of 
Alberta is a global 
leader in agriculture
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E D M O N T O N  M E T R O P O L I T A N  R E G I O N  –  F O O D  &  A G R I C U L T U R E
—
Alberta Yield Advantage

High yields without 

irrigation
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Post-secondary degrees in STEM fields

Alberta

354,930 degrees

Saskatchewan

57,845 degrees

Manitoba

75,120 degrees

E D M O N T O N  M E T R O P O L I T A N  R E G I O N  –  F O O D  &  A G R I C U L T U R E
—

Post-secondary Enrollment 2018-2019
Talent

Alberta graduates more 

skilled workers than 

competing provinces
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• Food Processing Development Centre

• Alberta Bio-Processing Innovation Centre

• University of Alberta Research Farms & Agri-Food Discovery Place

• Innotech Alberta

• Canmet Energy Devon

• Olds College

• Lakeland College

• NAIT Centre for Culinary Innovation

• Ag-Celerator at Edmonton International Airport

• Corteva Edmonton Seed Research Facility

Regional Research and Development Facilities



Health and Life 
Sciences



Health & Life Sciences

Edmonton Global

Over 69% of Alberta life science companies are located in 
the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, contributing nearly 
7.5% of the region’s GDP.

Biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and 
research on the causes and treatment of diseases are all 
areas of innovation in the region. 

Canada's foremost cluster in nanotechnology.

200% growth in biotech research and development 
spending since 2014



Health & Life Sciences

Edmonton Global

Abundant talent- chemists, virologists, researchers

CEIV Pharma certified Supply Chain

The Canadian Critical Drug Initiative is a first 

in Canada. It will:

• nurture the developers of new drugs

• fill the supply chain gaps for critical drugs

• manufacture small-molecule therapeutics



• Canada’s Top Research Universities

• No. 4 University of Alberta

• Canada’s Top Universities by # of active clinical trials (2020)

• No. 3 University of Alberta (176)

• Canada’s Top Polytechnic Colleges

• No. 3 NAIT

Research Network and 
Education

7 universities and colleges with 

+130,000 students
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Research Excellence: Health Science

The University of 
Alberta is a global 
leader in health 
sciences



A global leader in the intersection 

of life sciences and AI/ML



• Driver of innovation

• Attracting Global Talent

• Top 3 globally for AI/ML (Pioneer for Reinforced 

Learning)

• Top 30 globally for 

pharmacology/pharmacokinetics

• Top 10 globally for nursing

• Top 20 globally for anatomy and physiology 

Anchor Tenant University of 
Alberta

Why Edmonton? We have it here!

San Francisco – Stanford Uni
Boston – MIT & Cambridge Uni
Houston – Texas A&M



• Gilead Sciences: Over $400MM in continuous 

investment since 2005

• Largest global site for API development

• CCDI (Applied Pharmaceutical Innovation): 

$180MM investment in 2023

• 50,000 square feet (approximately).

• Multipurpose robotic filling line (liquids and 

powder)

• capacity to handle RNA vaccines.

• Small molecule specialization

Confidence Boost In Pharma 
Investment



• Successful companies breaking into DNA drug delivery platforms

• Alberta Cell Therapy Manufacture

• Stem cell + Artificial Intelligence = Diabetes Cure

• Canada’s first successful CAR T cell therapy procedure

• 2 of Canada’s only nanotech institutes are located in Edmonton

1. NINT-National Institute of Nanotechnology

2. NanoFab

Growth in therapeutics, 
nanoparticles and Stem 
Cell Research
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Date here

Hydrogen Value Chain Opportunities within
the Edmonton Region

Power Generation

CCUS

Trucking Research

Bus Fleets

Maintenance H² Blending

Solar (Green H²)

Hydrogen Fueling Stations

Aviation

Production

Hydrogen



Fort Saskatchewan Hydrogen Blending Pilot

Bremner neighbourhood

Alberta Zero-Emissions Truck Electrification Collaboration (AZETEC)

Dual Fuel Commercialization Program

H2 Truck Demonstration Road Show

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Demo (EVID)
The Transition 
Accelerator

Fuel Cell Electric Bus Demonstrations (AZEHT)

Edmonton International Airport Zero-emission Fleets

Edmonton International Airport Zero-emission Aviation Fuel and 
Aircrafts

CP Rail Hydrogen Locomotive Pilot 

Building Demand from Pilot Projects within the Edmonton Region

TRUCKS

BUSES

AIR

RAIL

HEAT &
POWER

Hydrogen
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ROK Wind
ROK Solar PV

CT Wind
Japan Solar PV

CT Solar PV
Japan Wind

Vietnam Solar PV
Malaysia Solar PV
Thailand Solar PV

Vietnam Wind
Indonesia Solar PV

Chine Wind
China Solar PV

Russia Hydro
Australia Wind

Australia Solar PV
US Wind
NZ Wind

Mexico Wind
US Solar PV

Mexico Solar PV
Chile Solar PV

China Hydro
China Coal + CCS

Russia Coal + CCs
NZ Hydro

Canada Hydro
Canada Coal + CCS 

NZ Coal + CCS
US Coal + CCS

Australia Coal + CCS
Indonesia Coal + CCS

Australia NG + CCS
US NG + CCS

Canada NG + CCS
Russia NG + CCS
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Hydrogen

• Canada is among the 

world’s lowest cost 

producers of hydrogen

• Alberta can make 

hydrogen at half the cost 

of wholesale (one third the 

cost of retail) diesel



Hydrogen

• The Edmonton region has 

a large percentage of the 

world’s existing 

operational “net zero” 

hydrogen production
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Carbon Capture
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• The Edmonton region is 

one of the few regions in 

the world that are “highly 

suitable” for CCUS 



Carbon Capture
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• The region has existing 

operational pipelines for 

CO2 and H2

• The region has natural 

geology suitable for CCUS

• The region has a 

regulatory/legal 

framework for CCUS that 

provides investor 

confidence



Carbon Capture

• A high proportion existing 

operational CCUS capacity 

is in the Edmonton Region
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Carbon Capture

USA

Plastics

~$10B

USA

Hydrogen

~$1.6B

Germany

Cement

~$1.4B

Canada

Biodiesel

~$1.4B

Malaysia

Ammonia

~$1.3B

Japan

Ammonia

~$3B



Natural Gas

• Alberta has some of the 

cheapest natural gas in the 

world
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